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SMALL RAIN shower

moving toward the field

prompted the Li to bring his
RF-84F into the pattern from a
loeal trangition mission. On down-
wind he lowered the gear and
theoked the lights only to find the
fight main indicated unsate.
Breaking traffic, he advised the
tower and chacked over the vbok-
pit. The usility pressure was at

300 pounds, with an occasional’

jump to 700 or 800, He tried &x-
tending apeed brakes and flaps,
bt oould get no reaction from
alther.

He put the gear handlé to smnsy-
gondy down ... the right mainstil)
ihdiéated unsafe. He fried yawing,
negative § and rovking the wings

.= all wepe ineffoctive. The warn-

ing horn and M=-A shifter light
coniirmed the ma].funcﬁicm. still,
he made a pass by mobile control.

The sguadron commiander and
squadron maintenance ‘officar,
who by ther weére out at mobile,
reported the right gear fully re-
tracted, The Ll degided to go
ahoad and land. His squiadron vom-
mantder .read hith the handbbok

procedure antl after manuslly |

jettisoning the ocanopy, the Lt
brought the RF arcund onto a cloae
bage. . just ahend of the rain
shower. He held 170 kavls on
final to compensate fap nothaving
fiaps and aimed for the left side
of the runway. He stopdboked just
ghort o the rFunway, turaed the
fuel selector off, and duployed the

drag chida as he started 1(.

directional control.

The aircraft skidded about
1600 feet on the runway hefore
going off the right hand edge. It
skidded an additional 1100 feet
after going off. The photos tell
the story...the Lt wasn't hurt,
and can be sgen soampering away
from the machine in ths last
picture,

The geur failed to exiend be-
cause the right main geartirehad
worn thru a hydraulic line leading
1o tha right inner door uplock re-
lcase. The line is common to both
normal and emergency systems.
Note photo, A new lce grip tire
had been Instailed two days before
the acecident. The aireralt flew one
flight without incident following
the tire installation.

The lce grip tires are a little
over en eighth of an inch la
in diameter than the standard
and the stewel Inserts contsin
them are cuite abrazive. Other
aireraft in the unit were carefully
checked. Five had tira rub marks
in the gnain gear wells.

Thig s one aveldent that
clenrly {flustrates that it doesn®t
go much pood to make an in-
spection if you don*t know what to
lovk for. Had the orew ohlef or
pilot specifieally looked for chai-
ing or tire rub marksonpiumbing
and wire bundlez, this aguident
would have been prevented at posi-
flight or preflight.

Chafing pan also otour along
the strut. Just recently, endther
FE4F pilot had to use emergency
geéai extehgion when a wire ¢a
the right main gear stiut ehafed
thru and shoyted the gear position
control qyrouit,

" r—
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Ol' Sarge Says:
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Don't forget to smile!
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